READER GARDEN

Makeover

our garden
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LOCATION
A late Victorian, red-brick terraced
townhouse in Winchester, Hampshire.

the pergola
and back fence
are stained black so
plants pop against it.

pleached hornbeams
provide screening from the
neighbours at the back of the house.

THE LOOK
Modern and practical.
SITE & SOIL
Size 12 x 7m
Faces South
Soil Chalky loam

OUR BUDGET
Groundwork & clearance £1,300
Decking £4,300
Lighting £2,300
Artificial grass £1,485
Fencing, gates & trellis £3,320
Planting £2,560
Gravel terrace £686
Steel planter & hardwood seat £1,070
Log-burning fireplace & store £824
Path £1,362
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climbing plant
clematis ‘Early Sensation’
will cloak the fence with
evergreen foliage all
year-round, with fragrant
blooms April-May.
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TOTAL: £20,407

A corten steel planter
with integrated seat is filled with
herbs and echoes the finish on the
log-burning fireplace.
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HOW LONG IT TOOK
Decking & pergola 6 days
Fencing, gates & trellis 8 days
Lighting 1 day
Artificial grass 2 days
Planting 2 days
Steel planter & hardwood seat 1 day
Paved path & terrace 2 days

TOTAL: 22 days

feature: me lan ie whitehouse. photos : neiljonesdesign.com

extreme

BEFORE

“We’ve got all we need
in our new garden”
Nicola and David Butcher now have DIFFERENT AREAS
TO SOCIALISE and a great space for their dog Jack!

uneven paving
led the way to a
couple of scrubby
flower beds and a
small shed.
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That’s
clever

The Corten steel
fireplace makes
the dining area a
year-round space

See the latest stylish
log-burning fireplaces, p20

Mediterranean spurge

Thrift
Japanese pittosporum

N

icola and David Butcher bought
their late Victorian, red-brick
terraced house in Winchester in
2016. The house was next to a
park, making it perfect for their
sproodle Jack, a springer
spaniel/poodle cross.
The couple’s first job was to renovate the
house. “We wanted to maximise the light, open
it up and make the most of the period features
but update it in a modern way,” says Nicola. “We
also wanted the house to flow through into the
garden, where we would create different areas
to relax and dine in, making it a sociable space
to entertain friends and family.”

“I prepared a sophisticated and modern
design, offering different areas for seating,
dining and outdoor cooking, complemented by
two small, staggered areas of lawn surrounded
by informal planting to anchor the layout and
soften the boundaries,” he says. When Neil
presented his ideas, Nicola was amazed. “The
plans brought the garden to life. I’m really fussy,
so I was impressed that we both loved his ideas,”
she says. The only real change to the design,
apart from adding 30cms to the deck, was
Neil’s idea of a built-in fire and chimney. This
proved too expensive, so he came up with a
log-burning fireplace and wood store instead.

action plan

A black composite deck area adjacent to the
conservatory creates an area for casual seating
and sits flush with the indoor floor levels. Natural
stone slabs provide a path from the deck to the
covered dining space at the end of the garden,
which is enclosed by a timber pergola featuring
a bespoke Corten steel log-burning fireplace
with flue from The Pot Company. Neil chose
Corten steel for the planter and burner to pick
up the colours in the copper worktop in the
couple’s new kitchen.
“Halfway through the build, our next-door
neighbour’s rotten horse chestnut tree was
taken down, which meant the sun flooded into
our garden,” says Nicola. “It makes the outdoor
dining area even more lovely.”
The rear boundary and pergola are stained
black to make them recede visually and the path
to the pergola utilises the longest length of the
garden, adding to the illusion of space. Pleached
hornbeam trees along the rear boundary
➣
provide important screening above fence

The garden had to wait for 18 months until the
house was completed, and it was a big job to
tackle. Overgrown, with ramshackle paving, the
fences were collapsing inwards and, despite it
being south-facing, the garden felt dark, chilly
and narrow because it was surrounded by big
trees. “We hadn’t realised how much shade they
cast as the branches were bare when we bought
the house,” says Nicola. “We hardly used the
garden in our first year.”
The couple tried to sort it out themselves
but couldn’t agree on anything. “We didn’t have
a clue what we were doing, so we decided to
find a designer,” says Nicola. Searching online,
she discovered garden designer Neil Jones
(neiljonesdesign.com) and loved his work and
design philosophy. “We chatted about how
we wanted to use the space, and he looked
at the house and how we’d renovated it. He
instinctively seemed to get what we wanted and
listened to everything we said, so we worked
together to agree the ideas and budget.”

clever colour combos

READER GARDEN

artificial grass
is low-maintenance.
A brush over once a
month will keep the
pile perky and remove
any debris.

The dark deck
is for lounging with a seating
set from the John Lewis St
Ives range, £579/2-seater
sofa, johnlewis.com and
stylish Adirondack chair.

bringing the ideas to life

Neil’s brief included creating an inviting but
private outdoor space for relaxation and
entertaining, as well as being low-maintenance
and catering for Jack. “The garden needed
an area near the conservatory for sitting out
and sunbathing, a covered seating area for
dining and evening entertainment, including
a barbecue, and an area of lawn,” says Neil.
“Overlooked by a large house to the rear, it had
to offer a feeling of seclusion, and have an open,
airy feel with lush planting and subtle colours.”
The size of the space is typical of many
suburban gardens, with the main living and
entertaining rooms backing onto the garden
via a conservatory. “From the house, it had to
appeal night and day, all year-round,” adds Neil.
His design ethos is to provide strong visual and
physical links between house and garden, taking
a lead from the architectural style of the house.

Thyme

sawn sandstone slabs
from London Stone provide a
leisurely route from the deck to
the dining area. Find out how to
create a paver path on p24.

“We’ve got a
sociable space
to relax and
dine in”

battery-powered
lanterns are placed
around the garden to
highlight plants and
light up dark corners.

Chives

Bright idea

Lady’s mantle

Lush planting
includes lime green
lady’s mantle and
chives with their
pretty purple flowers.

Festoon lights twinkle
around the horizontal
struts, adding to the subtle
downlighting on the pergola.
january 2019
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good idea

Replicating the
monochrome theme at
each end ties the garden
together, creating impact

height from the neighbouring house, and a mix
of evergreen, herbaceous and climbing plants
provide interest throughout the seasons.
The construction materials have been
chosen to work with one another. Natural
stone complements the property’s architectural
details, and black timbers, black composite
decking and Corten steel highlight accent
features and give a modern feel. Buff-coloured,
self-binding gravel provides a low-maintenance,
hardstanding area and balances well with the

natural stone path and the sandstone around
the windows.

worth the wait

Construction started in February 2018 and
was completed two months later. “Access to
the garden was restricted by a narrow alleyway
at the rear only, which made things more
challenging,” explains Neil.
The cold winter didn’t help. Frozen ground
meant the fence posts couldn’t be set in place

3 stylish Adirondack chairs
1 Falun lounge chair in taupe-grey, wayfair.co.uk
2 Solid wood garden chair and footstool, capitaloutdoors.co.uk
3 Foldable chair with retractable footrest, costway.co.uk
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MODERN GARDENS
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£148.99

We
LOVE
this!

.99
£138
18

and two bouts of snow meant delays. But the
end result was a triumph for everyone involved.
“The biggest surprise was how much bigger
the garden looked,” says Nicola. “We were
delighted! It’s so easy to look after. Half an hour
a week keeps on top of everything.
“The black decking was a bold choice but
we wanted something different that makes a
statement, and it really works. We’re starting
work on our front garden next month, with
another of Neil’s designs, so that says it all!”

january 2019

£74.99

3

