Lighting complements
evening entertaining

NURTURE

NURTURE

Alliums punctuate the planting

Climbing Jasmin offers
a wall of scent

Plant list

Allium, Salvia and Heuchera
provide seasonal colour

Designer PLANTS
Neil Jones transforms an overgrown
back garden with a vibrant pink and
purple-hued planting scheme

As is typical for many suburban gardens, this
south-west-facing plot is rectangular in shape,
deeper than it is wide and stretching the full
width of the house. The garden had been left
unmanaged for some time during the home’s
years as a rental property, with many shrubs
outgrowing the space and presenting
overshadowing and encroachment onto the
lawn and patio area. Following extensive
refurbishment of the period property, attention
was turned to the garden. The brief specified a
low-maintenance outdoor space that
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complemented the style of the house and its
interiors while supporting the couple’s
requirement for entertaining and general
relaxation spaces. Areas of open lawn and
paving were desired to allow maximum flexibility,
along with strategically placed areas of planting
to screen the boundaries, afford privacy and
segregation, and offer seasonal interest.
An assessment of the existing mature
planting found that the majority of the plants
were over-mature for the space and required
removal. One of the exceptions to the site-wide
clearance was a mature Acer palmatum at the
bottom of the garden, which was
overshadowed by the existing planting.
Once the garden had been cleared, the area
was levelled and a generous natural stone

terrace was created beside the house, with the
living room and kitchen opening directly onto it for
al fresco entertaining. The terrace is flanked by a
traditional brick wall, which provides the backdrop
for three contemporary planters of Buxus
sempervirens, with feature uplighting between.
A new rectangular planting bed encloses the area,
providing seasonal colour and interest that can be
enjoyed from the house and terrace. A mix of
herbaceous planting, including Salvia nemorosa
‘Ostfriesland’, Paeonia and Geranium ‘Rozanne’, is
underpinned by a framework of evergreen planting
that includes Cistus x argenteus ‘Silver Pink’,
Viburnum x burkwoodii and Sarcococca ruscifolia;
these offer structure and form in winter.
Ornamental grasses, including Calamagrostis,
Pennisetum and Stipa, provide height, rhythm and
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fluidity throughout the planting. A clump of
Calamagrostis at the rear of the border
obscures the views to the rest of the garden,
creating a sense of segregation, intrigue and a
enclosure on the terrace. Herbaceous plants
and bulbs were chosen for the colours of their
flowers and foliage, so that they would
complement the Acer beyond; they include
Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’, Heuchera
‘Licorice’, Allium sphaerocephalon and
Clematis ‘Remembrance’.
Sun-loving aromatic planting, including
Nepeta and Trachelospermum jasminoides,
were placed adjacent to a more secluded area
of the terrace, which provides an area for
informal seating. Under the Acer at the bottom
of the garden, plants that are suited to dry
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shade, with lush foliage and predominantly white
flowers, were selected; these include Tiarella,
Brunnera macrophylla ‘Jack Frost’, Hydrangea
and Fatsia. The rest of the garden is made up of a
mixture of evergreen planting, offering screening,
year-round structure and seasonal interest.
ABOUT NEIL JONES
Based in Hampshire, Neil Jones is a Chartered
Landscape Architect (CMLI) and a Pre-registered
Member of the Society of Garden Design. Heoffers
a full design and consultancy service, and is
passionate about creating outdoor spaces that
enrich clients’ lifestyles and complement their home
and garden settings.

www.neiljonesdesign.com

• Agapanthus africanus
• Allium sphaerocephalon
• Amelanchier x grandiflora
‘Robin Hill’
• Bergenia ‘Overture’
• Brunnera macrophylla ‘Jack Frost’
• Buxus sempervirens
• Calamagrostis x acutiflora
‘Karl Foerster’
• Ceanothus griseus var. horizontalis 		
‘Yankee Point’
• Convolvulus cneorum
• Clematis ‘Remembrance’
• Cornus alba ‘Elegantissima’
• Echinacea purpurea
‘Magnus’
• Euphorbia wulfenii
• Fatsia japonica
• Geranium ‘Rozanne’
• Heuchera ‘Licorice’
• Hydrangea macrophylla
• Hosta ‘Bressingham Blue’
• Lavandula angustifolia ‘Hidcote’
• Nepeta racemosa ‘Walker’s Low’
• Paeonia lactiflora ‘Sarah Bernhardt’
• Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln’
• Phormium tenax
• Polystichum polyblepharum
• Salvia nemorosa ‘Ostfriesland’
• Sarcococca ruscifolia ‘Dragon Gate’
• Stipa tenuissima
• Tiarella wherryi
• Trachelospermum jasminoides
• Verbena bonariensis
• Viburnum burkwoodii
• Zantesdeschia aethiopica
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